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Feb. 25, 1994
UM EVENT TO FOCUS ON THREATS TO MONTANA’S WATER RESOURCE 
MISSOULA -
Video and slide presentations will combine with discussions at The University of Montana 
Friday, March 4, to explore the threats to Montana’s water resource posed by gold mining and oil 
and gas development.
"Montana’s Water Resource: More Precious Than Gold," set for 7 p.m. in Urey Lecture 
Hall, is intended to inform interested citizens and city and county government leaders about issues 
facing Montana communities and the Missoula aquifer. A donation of $2 per person will be 
collected at the door.
The event will feature the premiere showing of "A River Cries," a big-screen video 
presentation by World Wide Film Expeditions about the proposed Phelps Dodge gold mine which, 
if approved, would be the largest cyanide-heap leach gold mine in the state. The video explores 
that proposal’s possible impact on the upper Blackfoot River in light of the impacts associated with 
the Pegasus gold mine currently operating in the Little Rocky Mountains.
A slide show by photographer John Smart will present a photographic journey from the 
Badger-Two Medicine area of the Rocky Mountain Front to the Sweetgrass Hills and the Little 
Rocky Mountains — areas that are impacted by, or considered for, resource extraction.
Catherine Halver, a Gros Ventre housewife and rancher, will speak from a native 
perspective about issues concerning the Fort Belknap Reservation in relation to the Pegasus gold
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mine. Halver represents the community group Island Mountain Protectors.
Jim Jenson, director of the Montana Environmental Information Center, will discuss the 
Phelps Dodge proposal and past failures of state agencies to protect water resources from mining. 
A question-and-answer session will follow the presentations.
The event is sponsored by UM’s student government, Wildland Studies and Information 
Center and Native American Studies Program. For more information call Susan VanRooy at UM’ 
Wilderness Institute, 243-5361.
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